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come, gave him no opportunity of telling her what
were his real thoughts, or of informing her as to his
proper rank in life. Yet harder was the case of
Pyrocles, who rarely could seek the society of Philo-
clea without being held back either by the ardent
passion of her father, who courted him as a woman,
or by the watchful jealousy of her mother, who
would win him as a man. " Loathsomely loved and
dangerously loving," Pyrocles contrived at length to
reveal himself to Philoclea, and to learn from her,
as soon as her astonishment was over, that she found
it pleasanter to view him as a chaste lover than as a
sister. Scarcely had that happened, however, when
both Philoclea and Pamela, together with Pyrocles in
his Amazonian garb, were stolen by the wicked lady
Cecropia, widow of the brother of Basilius, whom
she sought to depose with the view of setting up her
son Amphialus as King of Arcadia, herself being
the actual ruler. Amphialus had long loved Philo-
clea, and, in hope of now winning her, though he was
not base enough to woo with violence, he sanc-
tioned his mother's capture and imprisonment of the
sisters. He did little more than look on while the
prisoners were being persecuted, and fight bravely
against the Arcadians who sought to recover them,
and who had Musidorus, in yet another disguise, for
their foremost champion.

Sidney revelled in descriptions of successive bat-
tles and duels incident to the siege of the castle from
which Amphialus and Cecropia defied their assail-
ants ; and the most pathetic passages in his narrative
are those which recount the sufferings of the sis-